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Elements of Collective Action in Village Governance
——A Case Study of Road Construction in W Town Based on Grounded Theory
YAN Bing LU Zhe SU Xiaoya

[Abstract] Rural road construction is an important part of collective action in village governance. This
study conducted field investigations based on opinions on road construction in W town and used grounded
theory to code the interview text at three levels. Six elements of collective action in village governance
were identified: development goals, village-to-village relationships, overall management, conflicts,
cost sharing, and benefit distribution. Taking the concepts of “collaboration, participation, and common
interests” as the starting points, the logical connections of the above six elements are summarized, and the
prerequisite, basic, procedural, consultative, supportive, and driving elements of collective action in village
governance are proposed, providing theoretical support for the effective promotion of collective action in
village governance.

[Key words] Village Governance; Collective Action; Grounded Theory; Collaboration; Participation;

Common Interests
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