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Study on Innovative Models of Social Organizations’
Participation in Social Governance in the New Era

Taking Nine Cities as an Example

ZHOU Lingxiu TANG Hao ZENG Weiling

[Abstract] As an important subject of social governance, social organizations play a critical role in
strengthening the construction of the grassroots governance system, promoting the downward shift of the
center of gravity of social governance to the grassroots level, and creating a social governance pattern of
common construction, common governance, and sharing. These organizations have gradually become an
important force in the promotion of the modernization of the social governance system and the ability to
govern. This paper attempts to sort out the many innovative practices carried out by social organizations
in nine cities in China in recent years to promote the improvement of social services, incubate social
innovation projects, and assist with the high-quality development of the economy to summarize the
three major dimensions of social organizations’ participation in social governance in the new era using
six models. The six models are the policy advocacy model based on think tank consulting, consultative
governance model based on grassroots deliberation, industry service model based on platform building,
hub-and-link model based on incubators, purchasing service model centered on undertaking government
function transfer, and independent operation model centered on self-financing. Based on case studies of
nine cities, this study proposes optimization strategies for social organizations to participate in social
governance.

[Key words] Main Body of Social Governance; Social Organization; Innovation Model; New Era
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