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Building the Community of Urban Grassroots Governance
through Nurturing Social Capital: An International
Comparative Study

WANG Xinsong FU Yuncui YANG Ruochen

[Abstract] Building a community of urban grassroots governance in which everyone fulfils their
responsibilities and shares in the benefits is an important aspect of enhancing the efficiency of social
governance at the community level in China. The effective construction of a community of urban grassroots
governance is reflected in the recognition and common values of various governing entities towards the
community. This article emphasizes the importance of social capital in building a community of urban
grassroots governance and, through international comparisons using cases from New York, Tokyo, Singapore,
and China, explores how the cultivation and formation process of social capital under different state-
society relations models affects the construction of a community of urban grassroots governance from three
dimensions: organizational networks, democratic deliberation, and technological support. Comparative
analysis shows that the cultivation of social capital varies according to the models of state-society relations.
The process of social capital formation led by society is conducive to effective citizen participation, promoting
community trust and cohesion. However, in the early stages of community development, the state still needs to
play a certain leading role in building community identity and facilitating the construction of a community of
urban grassroots governance, by supporting the growth of social organizations, encouraging them to engage in
democratic deliberation, and promoting the use of technological means.

[Key words] Social Capital; Community Identity; Community of Urban Grassroots Governance;
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