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The Spatial Dilemma and Path Exploration of Urban-rural
Integration in China

——Based on the Field Investigation of C Village in Hefei City

CAI Hualing

[Abstract] Over the past 45 years of reform and opening up, China’ s rapid urbanization process has been
accompanied by dramatic changes in urban and rural space. From the perspective of space, urban and rural areas
are not only a set of geographical space on administrative divisions, but also a social space based on the interact
of various policies and resources. The difference between urban and rural areas is also a spatial difference. Rapid
urbanization has spawned the simultaneous evolution of urban and rural practice space. The dual structure of
urban and rural areas with poor flow of resources and factors has changed the stable living space of traditional
villages. The economic rationality in the process of marketization has led to the value myth of urban and rural
residents and the differentiation of social psychological space. The development of urban-rural integration
needs to adjust and reshape the spatial relationship between urban and rural areas. With inclusive planning and
design and thoughtful policy implementation, starting from spatial rights, spatial elements, spatial allocation and
spatial services, we will build a practical space of “beauty and commonness” , a living space that is receptive to
integration, and a cultural psychological space that integrates tradition and modernity.

[Key word] Rural Governance; Rural Space; Spatial Change; Space Fusion
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