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Universal Child Benefits: Theory, Policy and Reconstruction

YANG Lichao ZHANG Bingyi

[Abstract] China’s child welfare and social welfare policy system is in the moderate Universal
Child Benefits (UCBs) exploration period, and exploratory work on UCBs has been carried out in
several counties and cities. As an indispensable part of the child welfare system, UCBs is a basic social
protection for children, helps promote social integration and stability, and is important for China to break
through the current stage of demographic transition and poverty governance. Based on the poverty and
shame perspectives, this paper analyses the advantages and disadvantages of UCBs and non-UCBs at
home and abroad, from three aspects: policy formulation, policy structure and policy delivery. In order
to argue for the necessity, theory and policy grip of fully promoting UCBs in China. Based on China’s
specific historical and cultural background and political system environment, the establishment of UCBs
should adopt a more progressive and diversified institutional design, adhering to the six principles of
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transparency’,

CEINTY

“respect”, efficiency”, “convenience”, “honesty” and “accountability”, so as to facilitate
the effective realisation of multiple policy objectives.

[Key words| Social Welfare Policy; Universal Child Benefits; Anti-poverty; Shame; Child Welfare
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