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Endogenous Motivation to Motivate Residents to
Participate in the Renovation of Old Residential Area:
A Case Study of Nanning

GAO Wei

[Abstract] In the past three years, the state has launched an urban renewal campaign which targets
the old residential areas in cities. Therefore, how to enhance residents’ participation level and win their
supports and cooperation have become an important issue in the practices. Based on the framework of
structure-actor-technology, this study discloses how the local government in Nanning stimulated the
residents to participate in the urban renewal process. It identifies a series of solutions to the residents’
participation problem, such as reinventing government structures, promoting cooperative governance,
adhering to the principle of Communist Party leadership, making use of social capital at community
level, cultivating democracy education and using big-data technologies to reduce transaction costs
occurred in residents’ participation. The findings shed light on the innovation of community governance.

[Key words] residents’ participation; urban renewal of old residential areas; community

governance; Communist Party leadership
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