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Powers of Online Platforms: Connotation,
Institutionalized Path and Regulatory Governance

SONG Yahui

[Abstract] The power of online platform is a kind of social power, an economic power and a kind of
non-coercive power. It is a situation with the ability to influence, control, and coerce formed by the platform
based on social needs and its own development, through power resources such as capital, data, and technology,
and with the help of power tools such as rule-making, technical calculations, and discretionary judgment. The
network platform realizes the institutionalization of power through the integration of dispersed resources, the
formulation and identification of rules, the application of power tools, the establishment of power institutions
and the readjustment and distribution of power. When the expansion of network platform power hinders the
development of productivity, impairs public interests and finds it difficult to control its own vulnerability, other
powers need to intervene and conduct regulatory governance. The emphasis of regulation lies in the restriction
and balance between power and power, power and right, power and responsibility.

[Key words] Powers of Online Platforms; Power Pattern; Institutionalization of Power; Regulatory

Governance
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