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Spatial Interest Mechanisms for Collaborative Governance in
Community Regeneration

JIANG Ling LI Lei

[Abstract] Due to the complexity and specialization of community regeneration along with huge
investment, it is important to construct a multilateral collaborative governance network where government,
market and society are engaged to ensure the sustainable operation after regeneration. In the rapidly growing
literatures on collaborative governance, scant attention has been paid to the triggering dynamic mechanism
of cooperative behaviour and cooperative sustainability. This paper aims to interrogate the taken-for-granted
assumption and fill this gap by drawing inspiration from the theory of spatial production. We argue that it is possible
to build a collaborative governance network with a stable spatial interest mechanism in the process of community
regeneration when considering community space as an “element” rather than “place”. From this perspective, the
community regeneration can approach not only under the “willingness coincidence mechanism” with the state
downscaling of spatial governance, the spatial production of developers and the returning governance rights of
community residents, but also the “interest coincidence mechanism” with governments’ multiple regeneration
objectives, developers’ operating profit purposes and residents’ concerns on livable and democratic environment.
Moreover, such the mechanism helps to build trust, cultivate the self-governance ability and create public value,
which lays a solid foundation for sustainable operation. As the case of Jinsong community in Beijing shows, a
new pathway of reducing the regeneration cost through governance, realizing the marketization and sustainable
development of community regeneration has been opened up. Findings of this paper call for better theoretical
and practical attention toward the value of the inventory space and the relevant benefit-sharing mechanism which
contributes to achieving the goals of sustainable regeneration and governance, and promoting modernization of
the system and capacity for primary-level governance.

[Key words] community regeneration; renovation of old urban residential communities;

collaborative governance; space interest mechanism
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